What is ‘Responsible Travel’?
Below is a summary of our conceptual framework of what is meant by ‘responsible travel’. 

1. The components of responsible travel 
Fundamentally, responsible travel is about impact. Minimising harms and maximising benefits. 
Travelling responsibly goes beyond reducing carbon emissions or environmental impacts. Travelling responsibly is multi-faceted and requires consideration of a variety of themes, including:
[guys – should there be definitions for each of these themes? Or are they self-explanatory?] 
The welfare of animals and wildlife 
· Conserving natural habitats and environments 
· Captive animal welfare 
· Working animal conditions and treatment 
· Riding animals 
· Marine animal care 
· Human-wildlife conflict education and prevention 
· Addressing animal-derived souvenir products
· Supporting conservation activity in host destinations 
Care for the environment 
· Minimising carbon emissions 
· Re-wilding and biodiversity enhancement
· Combating pollution and protecting air & water quality 
· Minimising waste 
· Protecting indigenous/native flora 
· Supporting conservation science and research efforts
Conservation and promotion of local cultures, people and traditions
· Rites, rituals and religions 
· Art, music and dance
· Styles of dress
· Food and cuisine
· Language 
· Customs and etiquette
Support for local economies 
· Use of local supply chain partners 
· Supporting local infrastructure 
· Support for access to education 
· Overtourism reduction and sustainable demand management 
Each of these themes falls under one of two primary categories: minimising and reducing harms or creating positive impact.
2. Minimising and reducing harms  
At the core of responsible tourism is working to mitigate avoidable harms and to minimise any un-avoidable harms.
Themes to tackle as part of minimising un-avoidable harms are:
· Reduction of carbon emissions throughout the travel lifecycle/supply chain
· Reduction of waste and pollution in host destinations 
· Working animal conditions and treatment
Themes to tackle as part of mitigating avoidable harms are:
· Protection of natural habitats 
· Mitigation of overtourism 
· Human-wildlife conflict prevention 
· Protecting native/indigenous flora 
· Captive animal welfare 
· Addressing animal-derived souvenir products
· Conservation of local traditions, cultures and people

While it lacks the glamour of more positive-impact work, the reduction of avoidable harms represents both an enormous challenge and opportunity for impact. Given nearly 50% of tourism-related carbon emissions come from transportation (largely, plane travel), doing what we can to address this is foundational to developing sustainable tourism. 
3. Creating positive impact 
Conversely to the section above, creating positive impacts is about going “beyond neutral”. Rather than seeking simply to reduce harm, creating positive impact means taking very active steps to support and enhance various factors of sustainable and responsible travel. 
Themes to tackle here are:
· Conserving natural habitats 
· Re-wilding and biodiversity enhancement 
· Marine animal care
· Supporting conservation activity in host destinations 
· Supporting conservation science and research efforts
· Promotion and support of local traditions, cultural practices and communities
· Use of local supply chain partners to support local economic resilience
· Supporting access to education in host countries
· Use of local infrastructure 
[How do we feel about prioritising all of these themes? Should they be prioritised?] 
Appendix
UN RT definition: “tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and host communities.”
UN SDGs
These are ranked by relevance to our work:
· Green = direct impact 
· Amber = partial/indirect impact 
· Red = no impact 

1. No poverty
2. Zero hunger 
3. Good health and wellbeing 
4. Quality education 
5. Gender equality 
6. Clean water and sanitation
7. Affordable and clean energy
8. Decent work and economic growth 
9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure 
10. Reduced inequalities
11. Sustainable cities and communities
12. Responsible consumption and production 
13. Climate action 
14. Life below water
15. Life on land 
16. Peace, justice and strong institutions 
17. Partnerships for the goals 

